CHARLES II

Throughout the autumn, whether at the Lord
Mayor's Show and round the bonfires in West-
minster, or at Newmarket and Cambridge,
hawking and cock-fighting or dining " most
splendidly," the King received amazing proofs
of his popularity. On the sgth of October,
" attended with many of the nobility and persons
of quality, he and the Queen went to Guildhall,
and did the citty the honour to dine there;
their entertainment was very splendid and
magnificent; and in the evening their majesties
returned to Whitehall very well pleased, amidst
the repeated acclamations of the people^ which
were very great both at their entrance into the
citty and at their departure too."

By Christmas much of the old bitterness and
discontent had disappeared or been forgotten,
and for a while, at any rate, a blessed calm
survened. At "Whitehall, the great event of the
winter season was the elaborate entertainment
provided for the Emperor of Morocco's Ambassa-
dor and his native suite, whose strange customs
and even stranger costumes aroused the greatest
curiosity and amusement wherever they were
seen. Early in the New Year, John Evelyn, the
diarist, attended cc a great banquet of sweetmeats
and music at the Duchess of Portsmouth's glori-
ous apartments, at which both the Ambassador